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THE STEWARDSHIP OF TRUTH 


The Temperance League of New Jersey, 
today as in the past, is dedicated to the truth 
which the facts demonstrate day after day. 
Being the recognized agency of the churches in 
combatting the cult of drink, the League feels 
obliged to speak the truth. 

It is the right of youth, and others, to know 
the findings of scientific investigation and the 
observations of men of wisdom. Therefore, sin- 
cere teaching is an age-old duty. By the process 
of education the human race improves, and over- 
comes its handicaps. The title, ‘‘fanatic’’ can 
scarcely apply to one who simply re-echoes the 
words of doctors, scientists, and athletic 


coaches. 


Thousands, through the years, have avoided 
drink and its train of misery because of what 
they learned early in life. Let us, therefore, be 
glad that New Jersey law requires the teaching 
in public schools of the nature and effects of 
beverage alcohol. For, as Dr. Haven Emerson 
declares: ‘‘A lack of information is responsible 
for much drinking’’. 


The chief damage done is to the brain of 
the drinker. Thomas Edison understood this, 
and said: ‘‘I have better use for my brain than to 
poison it with alcohol’’. Even a cocktail or a 
‘*‘beer’’ interferes with good judgment and best 
performance. Most domestic friction and divorce 
results from ordinary drinking. As for revenue, 
each Dollar of public revenue from alcoholic 
beverages costs the State from $3 to $5, because 
of the effects of its consumption. 





TWO WAY TRAFFIC 


The Temperance League of New Jersey is 
a service organization. Its purpose, and that of 
its Superintendent, the Rev. Brown McDonald, 
is to serve the people and the churches of the 
State. But also, as the agency of the churches 
and of concerned individuals, it aspires to min- 
ister primarily to the youth of New Jersey in 
their schools, camps, assemblies, and wherever 
we may meet them, 

No pastor needs to be told that many lay 
people are in need of doing some straight think- 
ing in the light of proven facts. Not only are 
they and their families in danger through drink. 
Their influence and example are a menace to all 
who know and admire them. Mr. McDonald 
craves opportunities to speak to these fine 
people in their churches --- to add something to 
the pastor’s own efforts to challenge and inform 
them --- in the hope that they and their useful- 
ness may be saved to the Kingdom. 

Much can be done for youth, effectively, by 
way of strengthening and guiding them into a 
knowledge of what is the truth concerning beer, 
wine, whisky --- all beverage alcohol. Wide- 
awake youth already know that drinking is a 
total loss, a handicap, and a bar to success and 
happiness. All our youth must be helped to get 
into step with progress. 

Some educational materials can be sup- 
plied without charge. We are in a position to 
buy other materials for those who would use it 
locally. 

To fulfill our mission we must have intelli- 
gent interest, prayers, cooperation. 
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TELEVISION 


The following is quoted in THE CIVIC 
BULLETIN from. statements made by Rev. 
John W. Keogh, President of the Catholic Total 
Abstinence Union of America: 

**Every member of the family, even the 
little youngsters looking and listening see the 
bottles and containers, hear the ‘merits’ (?) of 
the various brands described and are invited to 
partake of them. 

**Someone has properly said that it is the 
height of hypocrisy to make it a crime to sell 
intoxicants to minors, and then allow them to be 
bombarded in newspapers, magazines, radio, and 
television with appeals to buy and drink. 

‘*Weare not surprised to hear of parents 
discovering that their teen-age children have 
induced older people to purchase for them 
these well-advertised brands which the child- 
ren are prevented from buying by law.’’ 

**Small wonderthat we no longer have the 
reputation as a nation for sobriety, but our 
loved America has now the unsavory reputation 
of being the most intemperate nation in the 
world.’’ 





Six Established Facts About 


ALCOHOL 
By Haven Emerson, M.D. 


One -- Alcohol is a depressant narcotic drug 
and not a stimulant. This cannot be too often 
repeated, and this scientific truth has many 
social implications. 


Two -- The effects of alcohol are almost en- 
tirely, if not wholly, to be explained by its 
toxic damage to the central nervous system, 
the brain and the spinal cord. Compared with 
this, its other effects are minor. Because of 
this, it interferes with the relations of man to 
his fellowmen. The things that distinguish 
man from the brute are these higher faculties 
which alcohol dulls or destroys. 


Three -- Alcohol is not properly described as a 
food that forms a part of any wholesome diet. 
It has only a very limited food value. The 
body cannot retain or assimilate it; therefore it 
cannot repair or assist the development of the 
body, nor can it be incorporated into any human 
tissue or organism. It can only replace heat by 
its uncontrolled oxidation within the body. 


Four -- The life-saving reflexes of the body 
are ratarded from 5 per cent to 10 per cent by 
amounts too small to be socially appreciable, 
and in amounts far smaller than can ever be 
defined under the law or by policeas indicating 
**intoxication.’’ It slows the very automatic 
nervous mechanisms that we need to protect 
ourselves from damage or some forms of bodily 
danger. 


Five -- Evidence is indisputable that there is 
no form of human activity, so far tested, which 
does not show inferiority of performance as the 
sequel to the ingestion of alcohol. This has 
been experimentally demonstrated in the psy- 
chological field by Benedict Dodge, and by 
Miles. 


Six -- There is no evidence that human health is 
improved as a result of the use of alcohol. 
The normal human being is not benefited in any 
way by alcohol, at any age. 
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE? ‘LET THE CHURCH SPEAK-- AND ACT! 
DR. FRANCIS SHUNK DOWNS* 
State President,California Temperance Federation 


Of all habits and bondages 
that hold men and nations to 
their hurt and detriment, the 
liquor enslavement is the most 
destroying of all. Of all na- 
tional enemies, we may list it 





The following is the concluding portion of 
an article appearing in Sunshine Magazine 
(February ’51). It was dictated to the attending 
nurse in an Illinois hospital by a lady still 
swathed in bandages as the result of an .auto- 
mobile accident in which her husband was 
killed. 

I asked, ‘‘Why did this happen? Why did 
that car turn directly into us? We were driving at thetop. We have our enemies 
on our own side of the road.’’ Nurse Marie re- without; we also have our ene- 
plied, ‘‘*They didn’t know what they were doing-- Dr. Downs mies within. And of all our 
they were intoxicated.’’ Then I realized that | problems, the one demanding most attention 
alcohol had killed Will. Will, my husband -- | and that cries night and day for solution is the 
who never drank intoxicating liquor! liquor evil... 

**Bitterness assails my mind. Is it bitter- The church needs to take the leadership 
ness at those four young people who were ar- | and set the example today. If any body of citi- 
rested for manslaughter? No, I feel no need for | zens is responsible for moral guidance and 
retaliation or prosecution of them. What good | spiritual resources in the national life, it is the 
would that do? It wouldn’t solve the problem. It | church of the living God. In recent years the 
wouldn’t bring my Will back to me. No, my church has not given that leadership in dealing 
bitterness is against the whole infamous system | with the liquor problem. There has been too 
of alcoholism, whereby the results reach farther | much of the spirit of defeatism and moral neu- 
than the individual drinker. 1 feel a tremendous | trality among her leaders and people. 
resentment against the wholly untruthful pro- Judgment again needs to begin at the house 
motion of alcohol liquor as a beverage. of God. When ministers from their pulpits, and 

**‘When I close my eyes, I seem to see a | Christian laymen amongst their people, take 
never-ending procession of victims of alcohol. | counsel of God, fearlessly face the facts and 
People -- indifferent, unfeeling -- line both sides | go out not only to educate but to legislate on 
of the street, watching it pass. In the vanguard | behalf of temperance and sobriety, the walls of 
are the footsore infantry; little children, their | this liquor Jericho will crumble and fall. The 
garments tattered and torn, their little faces | people will follow when pulpits ring with wise 
hopeless, pinched by undernourishment; young | and courageous leadership. Denominations will 
girls, their once beautiful faces marred by vice | move as mighty armies when annual meetings do 
and disease; young men lurching by, unsteady of | more than pass resolutions and instead of a 
nerves and muscle; old men, old women, pitiful | small submerged committee dealing with the 
relics of what might have been. liquor problem, a whole church girds on its 

‘*At the last comes the stretcher brigade. | armor and marches forth as to war! ... 

Some of the victims are pitiably injured; others The facts are on our side. The right is on 
motionless, dead. This stretcher brigade, a | our side. The evils of the present liquor situa- 
mockery of safety on the highway-- with alcohol- | tion in America cry aloud for control, correction, 
drugged drivers at the wheel! and abolition. 


sé 
Isthere no light, no hope, for these days |, Editor’s Note: Dr. Downs is pastor of St. Paul’s 
and the days to come?’’ United Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, California. 











**Alcoholism chooses for its victims the best rather than the worst, It is not selective, as most. 
disabling maladies are, in attacking the physically weak or run-down; nor is it characteristically 
gn affliction of the young or of the old, but of the middle years.”’ 
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MORE THAN ONE WAY 


Any such enterprise as is represented by 
The Temperance League --- ‘‘The churches in 
action against alcohol’’ --- must of necessity 
have funds for rentals, materials, travel ex- 
penses, living costs. Only those people, 
churches, and groups who care and who see 
the tragedy threatening through drink, only these 
can be expected to deny themselves enough to 
have a worthy part in this warfare. This war 
must be fought, and the sinews supplied, by 
volunteers. People join in when they understand 
the strategy. 

Just how may anyone take a vital part? 
Consider setting aside one day’s earnings in a 
year for this struggle. How difficult would it be 
for smaller income people to give one cent a 
meal, or one cent each day? One thousand in- 
terested persons doing this for a year would 
contribute $3650. --- a very substantial part of a 
budget of $14,690.00! Many a child could give 
a nickel a week, and grow by doing so. 

Why should not individuals, churches, and 
groups give at least one-half of one percent of 
total annual receipts toward this counter- attack 
on alcohol? Such a standard, generally accepted, 
would put new life and power into New Jersey’s 
struggle to be free. 

The wife of a circuit judge contacted 100 
members of her church for $1.00 each, and made 
her church’s share $100.00. Do it your own 
way. But let’s all do something about this 
urgent matter. 


ANDREW CARNEGIE ON DRINK 

Andrew Carnegie, in his famous 
volume “The Empire of Business” 
has this advice for young men who 
are aiming for success: 

“The first and most seductive 
habit, and the destroyer of most 
young men, is the drinking of li- 
quor. I am a man who knows, and 
tells you what observation has 
proved to him; and I say to you 
that you are more likely to fail in 
your career from acquiring the 
habit of drinking liquor than from 
any or all the other temptations 
likely to assail you. From the in- 
sane thirst for liquor, escape is al- 
most impossible.” 





A DEVASTATING INDICTMENT 
Racketeers, Gangsters, Smugglers, Vicious 
Criminals of Every Type ‘‘Blanketed”’ Into 

Repeal Set-Up 


The Kefauver Crime Committee has made 
many devastating indictments, but the following 
stands out: ‘‘Practically every large distillery 
and brewery has granted franchises to racketeer 
dealers, most of whom were blanketed in under 
the original licensing activities of the Alcohol 
Tax Unit after the repeal of prohibition.’’ 

Prohibition repeal was to be a ‘‘great re- 
form;’’ it was to put an end to corruption; it was 
to stop for all time, the vicious and violent 


activities of racketeers and gangsters. 
Now, it seems that these people were just 


**blanketed in under the original licensing’’ 
which re-established the liquor traffic when 
prohibition was repealed. 

Many of these men are still operating under 
the protection of the laws and they are still the 
same kind of men they were when they were 
**blanketed in.’? They are men whom no pro- 
secutor could slander; they were tailored by 
the Devil himself for the work in which they 
were engaged and are engaged. 


Turn on the light! 
-- The Clipsheet 


THE REPRESENTATIVE SAYS 


I am happy to add my testimony 
to your series on men in public life 
who do not drink intoxicating 
liquor. I can see no benefit either 
to individuals or to society from 
the use of such beverages. I have 
seen great harm come to many of 
those who do indulge and even 
more tragically, to their families. 


Especially at a time when we are 
faced with such complexities and 
conflicts as never before, we need 
clear heads, poised spirits, firm 
wills, and a keen sensitiveness to 
moral values. I personally prefer 
to avoid the use of anything that 
does not contribute toward these 
ends. 

—Walter H. Judd, member, House 


of Representatives, Congress of the 
United States. 





